
Delegation for relations with India (D-IN)

Brief history of the Delegation

There is no legal framework or institutional agreement covering relations between the
European Parliament and the Lok Sabha, the lower chamber of the Indian Parliament.
However, the Delegation for relations with India is one of the oldest of Parliament’s
delegations to third countries. The first meeting between Parliament and the Lok Sabha took
place in 1981. For several years, parliamentary exchanges were channelled through
Parliament’s Delegation for relations with the countries of South Asia and the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). In 2007 the SAARC Delegation was split
and Parliament set up one delegation for relations with South Asia and one for relations with
India, thereby satisfying a request from the Indian side. In 2008 the Lok Sabha established a
Friendship Group for Relations with the European Parliament to act as counterpart to the
Parliament delegation. After the 2009 elections in India, however, the new Lok Sabha did not
re-establish the Friendship Group, despite several requests from the delegation. For this
reason, the meetings since then between the two houses have not had the character of
formally established inter-parliamentary meetings. In the absence of a specific counterpart in
the Lok Sabha, the delegation has developed links with Indian MPs through bodies such as
the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI).

The delegation holds regular meetings in Brussels and Strasbourg to examine matters such as
the economic, political and social situation in India. At present, the negotiations between the
EU and India on a free trade agreement dominate the agenda, followed by human rights and
development issues as well as issues of global interest, such as climate change and energy
security. As a consequence, the rapporteurs on relevant subjects in the committees concerned,
and the responsible officials from the Commission and the EEAS, are regularly invited to



attend delegation meetings and to inform Members on current developments in the bilateral
relations with India.

Together with the other delegations concerned, the delegation also participates in the
meetings of the Asia-Europe Parliamentary Partnership (ASEP), in which parliamentarians
from Asia and the EU (including from national parliaments) gather in advance of the Asia-
Europe Meeting (ASEM) Heads of State and Government summits.


